
commerce being entirely monopolized by the Dutch, it is rarely that
other nations can obtain it at this low rate^ At Batavia, upon the island
of Java, about 400 miles distant from Buoro, it is sold as high as $5 per
bottle. But 1 leave its history, to speak of its uses. Having obtained a

couple of bottles of the pure oil direct from the Moluccas, 1 proceeded
to experiment with the same wdienever an opportunity offered in which I
judged it could be used with advantage.
It was at first prescribed endermically for several cases of chronic rheu-

matism, which had hitherto resisted other treatment. Its success in these
cases induced me to use it in others, which 1 have since done with like
success. I should remark that the oil was applied freely, regardless of
the restrictions so religiously enjoined by the Malays. From its almost
instantaneous action in relaxing muscular spasm, in relieving spasmodic
colic, and persistent singultus, I am induced to conceive that it operates
directly upon the nervous system as a powerful antispasmodic. Í have
administered it in several cases of flatulent colic, and invariably with the
happiest results. The effect has been instantaneous in relaxing the
spasm, and the régurgitation of flatus has given immediate relief. A few
drops, four to six, taken in water or upon a piece of sugar, will arrest the
spasmodic action of the diaphragm in singultus, with the greatest certainty.
Conjointly with its internal administration, fifteen or twenty drops may be
applied externally to the epigastrium. Diluted with three or four parts
of ol. amyg. dulc. I have found it an excellent application for deafness
resulting from deficient or hardened cerumen. For this purpose a few
drops of this mixture may be placed within the external meatus upon a
dossil of cotton, while the pure oil is applied anteriorly to the ear, directly
over the facial nerve. As an odontalgic it is far superior to the ol. creo-
soti, and, applied directly to the exposed nerve, often relieves the pain
entirely.
But I am trespassing upon your patience, and forbear enumerating

further indications, lest your readers suspect me of wishing to immortalize
myself as the discoverer of another " golden drop." I confess my aspi-
rations are not restricted to success in the practice of my profession, but
compass the acquisition of those golden drops more essential to life than
the far-famed elixir of Paracelsus.
In conclusion, allow me to suggest that, if I am correct in my views

of the modus operandi of the article under consideration, might we not

hope some more signal advantage from its use in cólica pictonum, spas-
modic cholera, tetanus, and other spasmodic diseases.

Respectfully yours.
J. A. Preston.Southampton, L. I., June 11th, 1847.

CONGENITAL HYDROCEPHALUS.
To tho Edltor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

Dear Sir,—A case of congenital hydrocephalus connected with spina
bifida, or rather a fissure of the lumbar vertebra, presenting the appear-
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anee of a recent cicatrix of a burn, came under my observation this day.
The head of the fœtus measured 15J inches from the base of the occi-
put to the base of the frontal bone ; from the top of one ear to tho top
of the other, 13J inches; round the head, 18.J inches. Tho frontal,
occipital and parietal bones were as large as usual in an eight months'
foetus, but not connected, the sutures having separated and given way ; the
bones were detached and floated in the fluid, feeling like distinct, isolated
flattened shells. The temporal bones appeared to be comminuted, at-
tended with a crepitous feeling and sound.
The fissure in the lumbar region was 2£ inches long and IJ broad.

Varus of both feet.
There was an unusual quantity of liquor aiiini. Labor preternatural

—feet presenting. Yours, very respectfully,
S. B. JR.Boston, June 21st, 1847.

[Dr. B. asks the question—Are cases of this kind of very common occur-
rence ? Correspondents will contribute to the archives of the profession
by answering him—and, if possible, be would like detailed circumstances
and admeasurements.—En.]

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, JUNE 30, 1847.

A Review of Dr. Gay's Statement.—We have the pleasure of presenting
to our readers a very interesting review of Dr. Gay's vindication of
Dr. Charles T. Jackson's claims to the discovery of the applicability of
sulphuric ether for the prevention of pain, and to its application in surgical
practice, by Dr. John B. S. Jackson, an eminent physician of this city,
who has recently been, appointed Professor of Pathological Anatomy in
Harvard University. It is proper to add that he is not, as might be sup-
posed, related to Dr. C. T. Jackson.

Coastwise Health Excursion.—Proposals have been issued in Boston, for
receiving invalids on ship-board, for a grand marine excursion on the coast
of New England—a vessel of four hundred tons, perfectly equipped, even
te llie accompaniment of a surgeon—an essential matter—having been se-

cured for the purpose. ." The proposed voyage will occupy about six weeks.
The price of Tickets will be $100 for each Berth, including Board, the
privilege of Boats, Lines, Baths, and every other convenience for enjoyment
which the vessel affords. The number of Berths can in no case exceed
one hundred ; and no Berth will be considered as secured until a Ticket is
taken ; therefore those who wish to secure Berths, will do well to apply at
once."
From the Mail, we learn that "It is proposed to visit all the principal

ports, islands, watering-places, fishing and fowling grounds on the New
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